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DOCUMENTS FROM THE NAYY DEPARTMENT.

Navy DEPARTMEST,
November 50th, 1822,

The PrustneNT of the United States':

St In compliance with your request, Ihave the honor to trang-
mit to you, herewith, sundry papers, numbered 1 to 5, inclusively,
which contain the infoimation desired.

\o 1. List of Piratical Vessels, &c. captured by vessels of the

n) of the United States.
. List of Yessels of the Navy of the United States, in ac-
tlml service.

No. 5. List of Vesseis of the Navy of the United qtdtCS, in or-

dnl'lx)

No. 4. List of Vessels built and building, under the act for the

¢ Gradual increase of the Navy;” and, also, a general view
of improvements at the several Building Yards.
No. 5. Copics of Correspondence between the Commanders of
onr Cruising Vessels and the Spanish Authorvitics.
All whicl is respectfully submitted.

SMITH THOMPSON.



No. 1.

STATEMENT of Captures of Piraiical Vessels und Boats mude by
Vessels of the United States Navy in the West Indies.

Four piratical schooners, of about 40 tons each, and one sloop, of
25 tons, in all carrying about 100 men, captured by Lieut. Com’t
L. Kearny, in the United States brig Knterprize, at Cape Antonio,
Island of Cuba, Oct. 16th, 1821, in the act of robbing the American
ship Lucies, Americun brig Avistides, and English brig Larch; burnt
two of the piratical schooners; the other two, and the sloop, were sent
into Charleston, S. C. and condemned. '

Schooner Moscow, captured by Capt. Robert Henley, in the sloop
of war Hornet, Oct. 29th, 1821, sent into Norfolk.

A boat faden with goods, captured by Lt. Commandant Ramage,
off Cape Antonio, Nov. 8th, 1821; took out the goods, and destroyed
the boat; crew escaped.

A schooner of about 35 tons, captured by Lieut. Commandant
Kearny, 21st Dec. 18213 crew, about 25, escaped.

Six piratical vessels captured by Lt. Commandant Ramage, Janua-
ry 7th, 1822; burnt five of them, and manued one, took three prison-
ers, and destroyed their depot, &c. on the coast of Cuba.

A large barge taken by gun vessel Revenge, 7th March, 1822; she
was deserted by her crew, and evidently fitted for piratical purposes.

"I"aree piratical launches and four barges, captured by Lt. Com-
mandant Kearny, in the United States brig Enterprize, at Cape
Autonio, on the 8th Mavrch, 1822, destroyed,

Two piratical schooners captured by Lieuts. Commandants Perry
and Gregory, in June, 1822, three pirates prisoners.

Spanish privateer Palnira, alias Panchita, captured by Lt. Com-
mandant Gregory, August 16th, 1822, sent into Charleston, S, C.

Five piratical vessels captured by Capt. 8. Cassin, commanding
United States’ ship Peacock, onthe 28th and 30th September, 1822;
burnttwo; found 89 bags coffee concealed in the wouds by the pirates:
two of the vessels sent to New Orleans.

A Dutch sloop was re-captured from pirates by Captain John H.
Elton, commanding United States’ brig Spark, in January, 1822, aud
the prize crew, seven men, were sent into Charleston, S. C.

Portuguese ship Mariano Faliero, captured by Lt. Commandant
_lg- F. Stockton, in the United States schooner Alligator, sent into

oston,



No. 2.

List of wvessels of the United States® Nuvy, now in service.

In the Pacific Ocean.

Ship Franklin, - - - - 74 Guns,
Schooner Dolphin, - - - 12 ¢«

In the Mediterranean.

Frigate Constitution, - - - 44 Guns,
Sloop of War Ontario, - - - 18 ¢
Schooner Nonsuch, . - - 12 ¢

On the Coast of Africa.
Corvette Cyane, - - - - 24 Guns,

In the West Indies.

Frigate Congress, - - - - 36, Guns,
Corvette John Adams, - - - 24 ¢
Sloop of War Peacock, - - - 18 ¢
Brig Spark, - - - - 12 ¢
Schooner Alligator, - - - 1g ¢

“  Grampus, - - - 12 ¢

¢  Shark, - - - - 12

“  Porpoise,* - - - - 12 ¢
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Gun Boat No. 158,
* And on survey Coast Florida,

Sloop of War Hornet, 18 guns, preparing for a cruise in the West
Indies, at Norfolk, Virginia.

Brig Enterprize, repairing at New York, for a cruise i the West
-
Indies.
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No. 5.
List of wessels of the United States® Navy, in Ordinary, exelusive of
ships on the list af the Nacy Commissionersy exclusive of list num-
bered 4.

Ship Independence, - - - 74 Guns.

Ship Washington - - - - 74 €
Frigate United Slates, - - - 44 &
‘e {ruerriere, - - - 44 ¢
¢ Java, - <. - - 44
s« Constellation, - - - 36 ¢¢
6 Muacedonian, - - - 86 ¢
Steam Frigate Fulton, - - - 30 ¢
Sloop of War Evie, - - - 18
e e
No. 4.

Vessels huilt and building under the law for the gradual increase of the
Navy; with o general vicw of improvements completed at the several
building yards.

, ) Lauuched in ordinary at Boston, with a roof
Columbus 74 { over her to protect i)]’Cl' from the rain, sun, &c.
Ohio 4 {Launched inordinary at New York, witha roof

over her to protect her from the rain, sun, &
North Carolina 74 { Launched in ovdinary at Norfolk, and now co-
Delaware 74 vering with roofs to protect them.
One 74 {At Boston, nearly finished; house over her, and
perfectly protected.
One 74 At Boston; frame raised; under a house, per-
‘) fectly protected.
One 74 § At Portsmouth, N, I nearly finished; under 2
house, perfectly protected.
At Norfolk, Va. about half finished; house over

One 74 hew; perfectly protected.
At Philadelphia; keel laid, frame ncarly out;
One 74 { house now building over, and probably raised
by this time.
{Launched and bauled up on the inclined plane
Potomac 444 at Washirgton, where she now lies, under

house, perfectly protected from the sun, rain.
&ec.
One 44 At Washington, ahout half finished.
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{ At Philadelphia, nearly finished, house over her;

One 44 1 pcrfccﬂylpl'otcctcd.y ’

At New York; frame getting out, and nearly
ready to raise.

At Portsmouth, N. H. iu forwardness; house

over her; perfectly protected.

One 44

One 44

The frames of the other trigates authorized to be built, excepting
a few pieces yet to be delivered by the contractors, and nearly all the
other materials excepting the iron, are procured and placed in situa-
tions where they will probably not sustain any immediate material
injury. -

T'wo steam battery frames are sccurely deposited under cover at
Washington navy yard.

One steam battery frame is securely deposited under coverat New
York, .

Two cngines are put up, and in a state of preservation at New
York.

The building yards are in as good a state as the means placed at
the disposal of the Department would allow; but to erect the necessa-
ry ware-houses, repair wharves, cover some of the vessels now build-
ing, and to erect suitable sheds over the timber, for its preservation,
there will be vequired for the year 1825 the sum of $150,000.

General View of improvements completed at the several building yards
in 1821 and 1822.

At Norfolk, Timber dock filled np, and house built over new
new ship of the fine.

At Washington, Inclined planc, with ahouse over it; large ware-
house; sail Tolt and rigging loft.

At Philadelphia, Foundation of a new ship laid; house built over a
frigate, and house now raising over a ship of
the line. -

At New York, Foundation of a new ship laid; louse built over
a frigate; low ground filled up to an extent to
afford suflicient room to work on.

At Boston, Foundation of a new ship Iaid; a house built over
a ship of the line; a blacksmith’s shop crected;
the timber dock piled and improved; cover
placed over the frame of a 44, about two acres
of ground levelled.

At Portsmouth, N, H. Foundation of a new {rigate laid, and a house
erected over it.



No. 5.

Copies and Extracts of lelters and reports, exhibiting a geveral view
of the correspondence betwoeen the Commanders of our cruising vessels
in the West Indies, and the Spanish Juthorities. .

U.'S. Frigate Macedoniun,
Hlacvana, Muy 6, 1822,

Sir: T have the honor to inform you thai I areived here on the
asth uitimo: My passage was somewhat protracted by chasing, out
of my course, suspicious looking vessels among the Islands, and by
h'wmfr two days under convoy an American schooner, that requested
me f:qee her safe past Cape Antonio.  On .y arvival, [ saluted the
Captain General and the Admiral, receiving {rom each, in return, gun
for gun, agrecably to previous arrangement.  On the 29th, [ hadan
interview with the Captain General relative to the business with
which § am charged by Mr. Adams, the Secretary of State.  On the
s0th, 1 addressed a communication to him upon the subject of landing
our boats and men upon the coast of Cuba when in pursuitof Pirates,
I enclose a copy of my comwmunication, as also of the Captain Gene-
ral’s answer ; and you will perceive he declines acceding to the pro.
position I made to him.  Ithiuk it preferable to pursue onc object at
atime with the government here, and € shall thercfore drop this sub.
ject for the pursont, renewing it when my correspondence in regard
to the Florida Documents is terminated.  He certainly ought, “and
perhaps will consent to our ianding upon those parts of the Coast
that are uninhabited. and where, though within his jurisdiction, he s
utterly incapable of exercising any authority. Theve are many such
places on the coasts of this Island. ‘

The measures adopted by the Captain General, and to which 1
refers in his letter to me, consist simply of a proclamation, in March
last. establishing certain regulations with respect to the clearances o
coasting vessels, launches, and other boats 'These regulations, |
understand, are not strictly enforced, and, even if they were, they art
altogether insufficient for the suppressien of piracy along the exten
sive coast of Cuba. As this proclamation has been published in the
American newspapers, [ do not think it necessary to send you a copy.

I regret to state that I have not met any of our cruisers either a
this port or off Cape Antonio, nor have I been able to gain any in
formation as to where they probably now are. It is some time
since any of them were here, The British frigate T'vibune is here
from Porto Bellu, and is about to sail for England with specie.

I have the Lonor to be, &c.
- JAMES BIDDLE.
Hox. Syari Tromrson, Secretary of the Navy.
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Captain Biddle to Governor Mahy.

United States Frigate Macedonian,
Hevana, dpril 30th, 1822.

Str: I have the honour to represent, that the commercial rela-
tions between the United States and Cuba are already very consider-
able, and that they would unquestionably be more considerable, if
rendered more secure from unlawful depredations. As these rela-
tions, too, are mutually beneficial, it is important to both parties that
they should be effectually protected. For this object the government
of the United States, on its part, bas employed an adeyuate naval
force, which is placed under my direction and control. But as the
depredations have been committed chiefly in open boats, immediately
upon the coast, and off the harbowrs, it is important that we should
have your Excellency’s co-operation, I have therefore the honour
to propose that your Excellency should so far co-operate with me as
to sanction the landing, upon the coast of Cuba, of our boats and men,
when in pursuit of pirates This measure would be promotive of
our common benefit—is indispensable to the entive suppression of
piracy, and is not intended in any manner to infringe upon the terri-
torial rights of your Excellency. It will operate against those only
whose atrocious crimes render them obnoxious to every regular go-
vernment, and should place them without the protection of all Iaw,

I have the henor to be. with great consideration and respect, your
Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

- JAMES BIDDLE.
His Excellency Don Nicnoras Many,
Captain General and Governor of Cula, Havana.

et R Wtereaaree

Governor Mahy {o Caplain Biddie.
[TRANSLATION.]

I am too sensible of the importance of the commercial relations
which exist, and may continue, between the ports of this Island and
those of the United States, which 1 am desirous of cultivating, not
to have adopted measures to put a stop to depred- ‘ons which might
obstruct thein along the extensive coasts of this island, under my
jurisdiction. 1 repeat, that such measures have been adopted, and
have beenn made public; and with the zcalous co-operation with
which you inform me you are charged, we shall doubtless effect
shortly a happy extermination of those enemies, who, under all co-
lours, have laid waste and committed rohberies, both upon the high
seas and every coust, without respecting any flag.

16
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With respect to the permission you solicit, for Janding upon this
coast with troops and people in boats, for the purpose of pursuing
those pirates. I cannot and must not consent to it. I repeat that the
necessary measures have heen adopted to defend my territorial juris-
diction, and for the apprehension of every description of cutlaws.

All which I communicate in answer to your official letter of yes-
t{erday.

God preserve you many ycars.
Huovana, 2d May, 1822.
NICHOLAS MAHY,
Captain Gencral of the Island of Cuba.
JAmEs Bippre, Esq.
Commanding U. S. ship Macedonian.

e s TR e =

Extract from a report of Licut. Francis H. Gregory, Commander of
U. S. Schooner Grampus, to Captain James Biddle, commanding
the U. 8. Nuval Forces in the West Indies—relating to the capture
of the Panchete, dated

U. 8. schr. Grampus,
St. Thomas, August 24th, 1822.

**1 have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the Hon,
Secretary of the Navy, that I arrived at St. Bartholomews on the
2d of August; sailed again on the 7th with convoy tor St. Thomas.
On the morning of the 9th feflin with two Spanish cruizers off ‘Terto-
la, who demanded permission, and claimed a right to hoard the Con-
voy, which being peremptorily refused, they hauled off. The same day
I arvived at St.'Uhomas and received from Capt. John Souther, of the
schr. Coquette of Georgetown, D. C. the enclosed deposition, having
been plundered by those vessels. Ou the 14th I left St. Thoinas, with
two valuable vessels, bound to Curracoa, and on the evening of the
15th saw an hermaphrodite brig, hovering upon our weather quar-
ter, apparently a cruiser—continued wy course without regarding
hers at day light made her aliead and gave chase; at half past nine
having gained considerably upon her, she hoisted English colors;
changed them to Spanish at 10, and fired a gun to windward and
at half past 10 hove too, and set a white flag atthe fore.  On nearing
her I perceived her to be the Pirate that had fired upon and plunder-
ed the Coquette, and thervefore considered it my duty to arvest her
At 20 minutes past 11 the Grampus was laid under her lee, withis
pistol shot, and her surrender demanded as a Pirate, which she af-
fected not to understand, and answered me to that import. While
repeating the demand, he poured into us a full volley from his small
arms and cannon, which was instantly returned, and continued three
rinutes and a halfy, when he struck his colors, a complete wreck,
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having one man killed and six wounded, and in a sinking condition.
Tlic boats were dispatched instantly to their relief, and it was only
owing to the great exertions of Licut. Voorhies, that she was pre-
vented from going down, having received three shot between wind
and water, one of which injured the pumps.  The Grampus received
some trifling injury in her sails and rigging, but not a man hurt.
“The captured vessel praved to be the notorious privateer Palmy-
ra, formerly the Pancheta, from Porto Rico; carries one long brass
18, and eight 18Ib. carronades, and a crew of 88 men. bhey ac-
knowledge the robbery of the Coquette, and the only excuse given
by the ofticer is, that they could not prevent those things happening
now and then. Several of the plundered articles were found on

hoard.”
B e 1 .

St. TuoxzMas, Jugust 10th, 1822.

Personally appeared before us, Capt. John Souther, Commander,
and in part owner of the Schooner Coquette, of Georgetown, D. C.
Who, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God,
deposcth and saith:  That he is a native born citizen of the United
States of America, and that, while on a voyage in said vessel to the
West India Islands, and on his passage from St. Bartholomews to St.
"Thomas, on the morning of the 9th of August, 1822, at 5 A, M. or
thereabouts, he was fired at by a sail in chase, upon which, the de-
ponent sayveth, ke immediately hove too.  Was boarded by an officer
and boat’s crew under Venczulian colors; they immediately demand-
od his papers; after examining them, they commenced searching the
vessel, then went into my cabin and searched the births, chests, &c.
They took from the vessel stock, and clothing from the officers and
men, 'The deponent furthier says, she was an hermaphrodite brig
with a red streak, and one long gun midships and several others, not
knowing the exact number.

JOHN SOUTHER.
Arresr, J ROHDE,
: Capt. R. Nacy and Huarbor Master.
FRANCIS H. GREGORY,
Lt. Com. U. S. Nury.

The foregoing deposition of Capt. John Souther having been read
before John Peabody, jr. mate of the Schr. Coquette, John Reynolds,
and Henry Sterling, scamen, and they being duly sworn, declare the
same to be true.

JOHN PEABODY, Jr.
JOHN REYNOLDS,
ATTEST, HENRY STERLING.
J. ROHDE,
Capt. R. Nevy and Harbor Master,
FRANCIS H. GREGORY,
Lt. Com. U. S. Nuvy.
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Exlract of alctler from Lieutenant Commandant Francis H. Gregory
to the Secrelury of the Navy.

T have the honor to inform you that this vessel, accompanied by
the Palmyra, alias Pavcheta, was saflely anchored in this port on the
12th, after a passage of 15 days from St. Thomas, The Palnyra
was captured on the 16th of Augnst to the southward of St. Croix,
by the Grampus, alter a short action, in which she was principai sof-
ferer, as detailed in my reports to Captain James Biddle, Comman-
der ol the United States’ Naval Forces cruising in the West Indics,
Capies of which have, for your information, already been forwarded
to the Department.

“ It was my wish and intention, to have entered a more northern
port, but light and adverse winds, and the great number of prisoners on
board, obliged me to make the neavest port, and that as soon as pos.
sible. 'T'he prisoners, 76 in number, have been safely lodged in jail,
committed for piracy. At least one-third of them are of the Sugar
Key gang, who have come to Porto Rico for the purpose of covering
their villany with Spanish commissions.  All the original documents
respecting this vesscl bave been placed in the hands of the United
States District Attorney, and {he vessel libelled. Several of her own
crew have turned informants, and I expect a great scene of villany
will be exposed.

“ U frequently saw gentlemen from Porto Rico while at St.
Thomas’s, and was informed that several small privateers were fittel
out there, which, it not fooked after in time, will certainly commit
some very serious depredations upon our commerce, as they are, it
reality, nothing but pirates; most of their crew being from the cstab
lishinents of Cuba, and to theie thirst for plunder add a deadly desir
of revenge whenever they fall in with a delenceless American,”

et

Extract of a letter fiom Liculenant James R iage, commander of th
U. States’ schr. Porpoise, o the Secretary of the Navy, daled St
Thomas, 9ih July, 1522,

“ Having sailed from St. Bartholomews on the evening of the 6t
inst. I fell in, the next morning, with two brigs of war, bearing tie
Mexican flag. [ rundown, with our colors flying, between them;
and, when opposite to each, received a gun from the one to wind
ward, which was instantly veturned from this vessel: shortly after
I received asimilar salute from that to leeward, which was promptly.
replied to—Dboth vessels, on firing, hauled down the Mexican, and
hoisted the Spanish national colors. I then ranged alongside the
brig to leeward, obscrving her crew in a state of extreme confusion:
they opened an irregular and ill directed fire of grape and musketry
but withoutany cffect. I was in theact of giving orders to return our
broadside, when hostilities ccased; and I directed Lieut. Curtis t0
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poard ibe brig, and examine her papers: ticy proved to be M. C.
Majesty’s brigs Palmyra, of 14 guns, 130 men, and G. Boves, of
8 guns and 100 men, both from Cadiz. The inclosed is a literal
copy of aletter addressed me by the senior commanding officey.

«I now hasten to communicate the intelligence received by me at
this place, which I believe to be entirely authentic: that several
Spanish privateers, of considerable force, have lately been cquipped
from the island of Porto Rico, for the purpose of capturing all ves-
sels sailing to or from the ports on the coast of Spanish America,
in possession of the Patriot forces, under the plea that they are vio-
lating a system of blockade established by the government of Spain.
"These privateers have already made several captures of Awerican
and other vessels. which have been carricd to remote ports in the
island of Porto Rico, and will doubtless be condemned.  The injury
that will result to the commerce of our country, from this system of
pretended blockade. will be very serious, if not timely checked by
an adequate force in this quarter: and, as I have no means of com-
municating, from hence, with captain Biddle, I consider it my duty
to lay the present information before you.”

e R e

S. N. B. G. Boves,
At sea, July 8, 1822.
M. RAMAGE,
U. 8. Sc. Porpoise.

Sir: I am sorry you will be incomoded with me by firiying you
this morning, being the case that we thought you were Patriots, and
we have comission from our gewerment to blockade all the men
ports, and happened that must all the vessels from the men hoisted
and fight with the American flag, we took you to be one of them.

I hope therefore you will forgived the uncasionally affair.

I remain your sincear, &c
PABLO LLUAGER.
Ty the Captain of the U, 8. Sc Porpoise.

United States Schooner Porpoise,
Curruacoa, July 22, 1822,

Sir: I had the honor to address you on the 9th inst. from the Island
of 8t. Thomas, communicating the injuries committed on our com-
merce by Spanish vessels of War near to Porto Rico, in conseiquence
of their pretended blockade of the coasts of Spanish America. I
have now to inform you that the same causes have produced the same
effects in this quarter, and that four American vessels have been can-
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demned at Porto Cabello for a breach of blockade. The naval force
of Spain in these seas consists of an old 44 gun frigate (one of the
Russian contract) a brig and schooner. These ave employed in fur-
nishing supplies to Porto Cabello from this island, and yet with such
a force and so employed, they uphold the monstrous principle of
blockading a coast of more than 1200 miles in extent. It does rot
appear that any injury has been committed on our commerce by the
vessels of the Colombian Republic.
1 have the honor to be, &c.
JAMES RAMAGE.

Hon. SmiTH Tnowpsox.

Sceretary of the sVavy.

. —_—

Eaxtract of a leller from Lieutenant James Ramage, commander of the
United States Schooner Porpaises fo Captain James Biddle, command-
ing the naeal forces in the West Indies.

“ Under the plea of a breach of blockade, the Spanish squadron in
this direction capture all vessels bound to or from ports in possession
of the Colombian Republic. 'Tlie naval force of Spain now here con-
sists of an old 44 gun frigate, the Ligera, (one of the Russian con.
tract) wi 18 gun brig, the Hercule, and a schooner; the whole of
which are employed supplying Porto Cabello with provisions from
Curracoas yet, with such a force, and so employed, they uphold the
monstrous principle of blockading a line of coast of more than 1200
miles in extent.”

et S R D

Copy of a lelier to Capt. Laborde, Commanding His Catholic M.
Frigate Ligera.

United Stiles® Schooner Porpoise,
Harlbor of St. Ann, Curracoa, 21st July, 1822,

grr: I have received from the master of the American schooner
Autclope a communication, of which a copy is herewith transmit-
ted you.  F'rom this statement it appears that a very scrious injury
hus been done by you to the rights and property of citizens of the
United States, by the capture and subsequent condemnation of an
American vessel and cargo pursuing a lawlul commerce; but it is
hoped that more just reasons will be exhibited on your part for the
zourse pursued, than those stated in the communication referved to.

[ have received information that the American vessels named un-
derncath, have been carried into Porto Cabello, and there condemned,
under the pretext of a breach of bleckade of the coast and harbors
of the Spanish Main. In consequence, thereof, it becomes my duty
to demand from you the release of all vessels and property so seized,
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and further to state, that the United Stafes cannot recognize such a
system of blockade to the manifest injury of their commerce, where
the force of Spain is so evidently inadequate to its fulfilment.
I am, &c. &c.
JAMES RAMAGHE,
To Capt. LaBorpE,

Comd’g H. M. C. M. Frigate Ligera, Curracoa. !

American brig Calypso of New York,
Rising States of New York,
schr, Union of Salcin.

——T e

Statement of JArthur Edgarton, mate of the brig General Andrew
Jucksan.

~ Arthur Edgarton, mate of the brig General Andrew Jackson, ta-
ken by the privateer General Peveiva, on the 22d July, as nigh as he
can remember, the log book being taken from him—Capt. Langdon
and the cook were sent in the brig to Pouce, and the mate and men
were taken on board the privateer. having been robbed of every arti-
ele of cloihing, except what they had at the time on their backs, The
men had receutly left the United States, and had cach a new suit o
good clothes, many of which, can, at most hours, be seen at this plac,
worn by the crew of the privateer in public. Except being robbed
of clothing, knives, 1 zors, &c. were well treated on board the pri-
vateer, where they remained about 17 days—were then put into the
Puntilla (prison) without food, until the afternoon of the third day.
The keeper of the prison observing the wanuts of these men, sent word
to the Captain of the privateer, **'Lhat he must fuenish them daily
with food, or he would be punished;” which was complied with.

Laama % 2]

Captain Spence to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitling Correspon-
dence with the Gavernor of Porlo Rico, marked A. tv G, inclusive.

U. S.ship Cyane, St Johin’s, Porto Rico,

Svpteanber 8d, 1822,

SIr: After a passage of twenty-five days from the Chesapeake,
during wuich we experienced an alternation of calms and head
winds, I anchored in this harbeur. I found no small excitement
existing, produced by the capture of the Panchetas "Liie presence of
a ship of our force was perhaps scasonable; and possibly may have
been the means of preventing unpicasant consequicences to the Ameri-
cans heve, Betore L couid eunter upon the business specially dele-
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gated, I was informed of the imprisonment of several citizens of the
United States, taken from the brig General Jackson, captured and
sent into Ponce.  As no Asmevican ought to be restrained of his li-
berty, in any quarter of the world, one hour, without just cause,l
addressed his fSxcellency Don Francisco Gonsalez de Linarez, de-
manding their release. MV letter, marked A, is herewith transmit-
ted.  The men being liberated, I felt inyselt at liberty to enter upon
the execution of my instructions, and immediately addressed him
upon the subject of the capture of American vessels by privateers
out of the Island of Porto Rico. A copy of my letter, marked B, is
hevewith enclosed. On the 27th ult. I addressed to his Excellency
letter C, annexing memorandum No. 1, being a list of vessels sent
into the different ports of the {sland, for adjudication. On the 28th
{ veceived from his Excellehicy a reply te my representations, which
is herewith transmitted, with other subsequent communications from
him. I then addressed to him letter D, with copies of the accompa-
nying documents, 2, 3, and 4.

Some of the circumstances of the capture of the Pancheta being
known, for the purpose of preventing the ill effects of distorted and
prejudiced mpxcscutatmns, and to allay the sensations of which his”
Excellency speaks, Laddressed to him, on that subject, letter marked
E. Receivi ing several reiterative communications, of which [ obtain-
ed but very nnpcxicct translations, 1 replied with letter marked F,
and cane to the consummation of the duty confided to e in letter G,
and I trust,in the declarations there made, Ihave neither gone beyond
the letter or spirit of my instructions; having been influenced,
_ throughout the whole correspondence, by a strong desire to dis-
charge a delicate trust with becoming graciousness; and, while mak-
ing known the sentiments of the American people, and the determi-
nation of my government, to conciliate, by a friendly style and man-
ner, the guod feelings of those in authority, all of whom are men of
high smmlma. and justly estimable. I hope my remarks on the laws
of blockade will be considered by yourself and the President perti-
nent and proper. 1 believe 1 conceived your views on that subject. It
cannot, however, be expected that an ofticer who embarked at the
age of eleven on an element where the accomplishments of a scholar
are not required, should shine in a correspondence of a diplomatic -

cast especially when depending wholly on his own feeble capacity.
What I have written on this occasion, has been with a heart glowing
with American feelings, with an enthusiastic admiration of our la\wb,
institutions, and great men; ity therefore, a little egotism should oc-
casionally appear, 1 plead this in extenuation.

The hospitality of the port has been freely and fully extended to
my ship, and the personal attentions of those in authority have bee
gratilying to me and my olficers.  "To a system of privateering they
are opposeds and the governor will do all in his power to discourage
its continuance. Indemnification tor the past, I tear, we shall have to
look i to the treasury of Spain.

Ishall be active inattending to every thing in which the interest of
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uar commerce i3 concerned; and shall endeavour to sustain the Ame=
rican character by a manner gentle, yet firm—taking on myself no
responsibility, keeping constantly in eye the reciprocal rights of na-
tlons, and your instructions.
I have the honor to remain, sir,
Your obedieut servant,
ROBERT TRAIL SPENCE.
P.S. T shall leave these seas the last of October for Africa.

The Hon. Smritt 'L'nozirson,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. .

RS Y —

A.

United States ship Cyane, St. John’s, Porlo Rico,
August 26, 1822,

Sir: Instructed to proceed to Porto Rico, to communicate with
your Excellency in relation to the intringement of American rights,
by vessels fitted out of different ports of this Island, I had -.(‘n(‘ely
anchored with this slu|u ere I learnt that several citizens of the Unit-
ed States (.dtm' experiencing the most bratal treatment from w gang
of desperadocs belonging to an armed schooner now in. and said to
be of this pluce) have been, imprisoned, and are at present in con-
dinement.
~ These American citizens T understand were taken from the brig
Andrew Jackson. while peaceably pursuing their vocation on the
high seas, under the flag of the United States,

So gross a violation of the usages of wil civilized nations is cal-
rulated to excite universal abhorrence, and the just indignation
am persuaded your Excellency must feel on being informed of such
an atrocious act, renders it only necessary that it should come to
the knowledge of your Excellency, to cause the immediate release of
said cmzun, and the prompt and salutary punishment of those vie-
laors of the faws of nations and hwmanity.

With the most per fect consideration, &c.
ROBERT T. SPENCE.
His Excellency
Francisco GoNziLEZ pE LINARES,

Governor of Porto Rico.
R S —

B.

United States ship Cyane, St. Johw's,
Porto lico, August 27, 1022.
8ir: I am directed to call the attention of your ixcellency to the
Capture and detention, by privatcersfitted vut from this Island, of seve-
17
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ral American merchant vessels, while pursuing a lawful commerce
during u time when the United States enjoy profound peace with all
nations,

Your Excellency will readily perceive that under such circumstan.
ces, the violation of American rights bere complained of, calls fora
speedy interposition of justice awil authority.  Justice, that a resti
tution of these captures may be made, and authority to preven:a
vepetition of similar outrages.

I will as soon as possible transmit to your Excellency the names
of the vessels to which this complaint refers, with a statement of the
circnmstances attending their capture; confidently believing that
your Excellency will adopt, as early as possible, such measures as
shally in your wisdom, be deemed suflicient to arrest these depreda
tions, which, in some cases, can be viewed in no other light than pi
ratical,

"The flag of the United States, floating inevery acean, guarantics pro-
tection to all who lawfully sail under it—the invasion of rights identi-
fied with this flag, it would neither be honorable, wise, nor expedient to
permit, and that trade to which, as a neutral, the United States
have claim uninterruptedly to pursue, cannot be molested.

The American commerce, second to none for maguitude, enter
prize, and fair dealing, must, to insure a continuance ol these con-
stituent features, be preserved inviolate; and the protection necessary
to effect this object, the government of-the United States is deter
mined to afford, whether in the seas of the Mediterranean, Pacific,
or Caribbean, where outrages, tending to degrade the flag unde
which they are committed, are daily occurring; these, as far
they shall come under the cognizance of your Excellency, I am per
statted will be restrained and prevented.

The amicable and feiendly footing, on which Spain and the Unitel
States are at this time, convinces we, that nothing more than a pre
per representation of these facts is required to call the subject-malte
to the tmmediale atteniion ol your Excellency,

Fully believing this,

I have the honor to remain, &e.
, ROBERT "I, SPENCE.
Iiis Excrllency
Dox Frovcisco Goszanez e Lavarez,
Govarnor of LPorlo ico.

.
C.
United States’ Ship Cyane,
St Johm’s, Porwe Rico, August 28, 1822,

Sir: Having informed your xcellency that § have been instruct
ed to proceed to this place, to communicate with your Excellenc,
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sn the subject ot captures, made by privatecl's fitted out of this Isi-
land, of American vessels, while pursaing, in time of peace, a law-
ful trade, 1 now have the honor to transmit a memorandum, cm-
hracing the names of these vessels, and the circumstances attending
their seizure.

It appears that some of these vessels have been sent in, aud after
a grievous detention, declared to be a “bad prize;” subject, however,
to pay all the costs of suit, and vne-third of the expenses of the pri-
vateer.

To one a~ profound in all matters of law and equity as your Ex-
cellency, this must appear a strange proceeding; a proceeding, call-
ing, with much emphasis, for the interposition of your Excellency’s
authority, to remedy evils bearing a character calcutated to diminish
the high respect herctofore enter tamctl by the world, for the equita-
hle dvuwms of Spanish Courts,

A pretended violation of blockade, it appears, is the pretext for
sending into the ports of this Island, vessels navigating the sea un-
der the American flag.  'Fhe whole, thewlm(-, may be resolved into
iwo descriptions ol cases: T'he first, comprising vessels seized and
again relensed as “bad prizes,” paying the w lmlc of the costs of trials
and a portion of the expenses of the p"nv ateer.

The principles of equity applicable to such cases are foe simple
{o require expesition. The innocent are not to pay the penalty of
another’s guilt or imprudence. I an American is interrapted i hee
voyage, captived and vexatiously detaiued, until a judicial investi-
gation determines her to be a “bad prixe,” it seems to me self-cvi-
deut, that all costs of the suit should be paid by the captors, in whom -
the wrong is; add to this, that proper damages should be levied on
the aggressor, that the sufferer inay be fairly indemnified, and the
“prix vateersman® be restrained in future by a fear of being, in all si-
milar cases, called upon to make good the injury resulting {rom his
wantonness; without such a check, what is there to limit the mis-
chiel done by men of this order, who, stealing from their dens wud
lurking places, pollute the ocean with the blood of defenceless sai-
lors, and gorge their cupidity with the spoils of plunder and ravagei

The good of every nation, and the honor of some, require that se
foul a system should be made to cease, that cvery navigable sea may
be rendered safe to the honest efforts of enterprize.

The secoud description of cases to which I wish to call the imme.
diate attention of your Kxcellency, are those vessels sent in under a
pretext of attempting to enter a blockaded port. "The pacific pohcy
uniformly pursued by the government of the United States, the just
and liberal principles by which it has been governed through all its

various struggles, to treat all nations ag friends, and, especially. to
be on the most fr iendly footing with Spain, entitle the citizens of
America to the privilege of lld\’lg'\.tln"‘ tiie seas withont molestation,
on pretexts so flimsy as those of violating a “bockade” which ha=
mever existed de facte.
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It is well understond, that a blockade to carry with it the penalty
of forfeiture, must be conformable to the established opinions of those
distinguished civilians, who have fully and ably expounded this sub-
Jject. - )
In the first place it must be practicable; it must he defined within
limits commensurate with the ability: a stationary force must inter-
vene; the vessel enterving st be warned offy these, and other qua-
lifications, are essential to constitute a blockade, as now understood
by the President of the United States and other great stateswmen. I,
then, such is the forn and nature of a blockade; if the constant e
gence ol a stationary squadron, adequate to the purpose of intercept-
ing all vessels, is indispensable; how is it, that a whole coast, with-
out any definite limit, should be under the ban of interdiction, with-
out any visible force; consequently, without the first requisite of a
blockade?

While such pretexts for spoliation exist, and the commerce of the
United States is thus devastated, the relations of love and friendship
now existing between the two natious must be shaken, and a state of
things produced such as I am persuaded your Excellency will feel
desirous to avert.

I trast I shall be excused these remarks, made to one by whom the
principles ol *¢ blockade® are fully understood, and whoss experience
is such as to render the application of them in all cases just and pro-
per.

1t will readily occar to the wisdom and justice of your Excellency
that injuries sustained by American citizens from illegal seizure and
detention, carry with them a fair cluim to indemnity; and that where
there has been a manifest partiality in the courts deciding on some
of the cases presented for your consideration, that the arm of antho.
rity should be extended to remedy, and to require more equitable de-
cisions.  In these cases it is hoped and expected that your Excellency
will direct a revisa) of the proceedings of subordinate tribunals, that
such of the citizens of the United States as have suffered by them may
be immediately made whole in their property, and receive damage
for unjustifiable detention.

Your Excellency, influenced by high and honorable motives, wil
doubtless see the propriety of ordering oll American vessels now de-
tained to be forthwith released, and the panislinent of marvauders who
have tarnished the dignity of the Spansh character by acts of inhe-
mai treatment to citizens of the United States; by the most flagrant
outiages; by a prostration of all the usages of civilized society;
theveby bringing the commercial world into a state tiuly to be de-
ploved, tending to arm man against his brother man, and 1o make
safety no where but in strength and habitual hostility.

Subwmitting this application to the early attention of your Excel-
Yency, and calling upon your Fxcellency immediately to interpose
your authority to prevent a continuance of these causes of Jjust com-
plamnt, and confidently believing that your love of justice, order, and
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humanity, will impel you promptly to meet the wishes of my govern-
ment on this subject,

Iremain, with the most perfect consideration,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
ROBERT T, SPENCE.
His Excellency
Don Francisco GonzATEZ DE LINAREZ,
Goeernor of Porto Rico.

et R

List of American vessels captured by Spanish Privateers, and sent into
the different ports of Porto Rico.

Barque American, Emery master, of Keunebunk. This vessel was
sent into Cape Roxo by the Spanish Felucha Ja Carmen, tried, and
declared a bad prize, but sentenced to pay all costs of the trial, and
one third of the charges of the privateer for her detention; and was
compelled, in consequence, to sell her cargo at a great sacrifice.

Brig Sam, of Portland, Crowell master. T'his vessel was sent in-
to Cape Roxo by the same privateer, and it is understood that she is
still detained.

Brig Bliss, of Baltimore, Dungan master. This vessel was sent
into Cape Roxo by the same privateer, and after a vexatious detea-
tion was suffered to proceed, paying all the costs of trial, and one-
third of the expenses of the privateer.

Brig Elizabeth, of Genrgetown, West master. This vessel was
sent into Aguadella by the privateer General Pereira, for trading
to a blockaded port.

Brig General Jackson, of New York, Langdon master, captured
and sent into Ponce by the schooner General Pereira, at which place
she is now detained; and part of her crew, after very inhuman treat-
mert, imprigoned at this place.

e I
D.

United States Ship Cyane,
St. John’s, Portv Rico, August 29th, 1822.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excel
lency’s letter of the 27th instant, (a translation I have but this mo-
ment been able to obtain,) in which you refer me to 2 communication
made to Mr. Lord, the commercial agent, in reply to an application
made the day previous to my arrival, for the release of the crew of the
brig Andrew Jackson. 'The sentiments and expressions of your ex-
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cellency in relation to this outrage are duly appreciated. I felt per.
suaded that the harsh and illegal imprisonment of unoffending Amer.
ican citizens conld not have come to the knowledge of your excellen
¢y; and there are other outrages of similar character not yet knows,
T am convinced, to the high authorities of Porto Rico.

I beg leave to enclose you a copy of aletter from the governmen
Interpreter at Ponce, into which place the brig Andrew Jacksen wag
taken. This is a representation from a Spanish functionary, and you
excellency, I doubt not, will agree with me, that, if the facts thew
stated ave true, there is no other application by which 1 could desig:
nate the perpetrators ot such inhuman severity, save that of *¢ despe-
radoes;” men restrained by none of the gentle obligations of humanity,

Itis a fact, notoriously known, that the crew of the ¢ Andrew
Jackson,” illegally and harshly confined at the time of my writing to
you, had been previously robbed of every thing save the clothes they
had on at the time of entering the prison; their jack -knives were even
cut {rom their laniards !  If to men who can thus act, who can divest
a defenceless ¢ American "U'ar” of every thing, even to his wearing
apparel, I could apply any other distinguishing name than that of
s robber,” I confess to your excellency I should have selected a mil-
der epithet.

A glance at the history of the past, displays, in the Spanish char-
acter, the principles and high sentiments, of which you speak; the isl-
and before us bears full testimony of their enterprize and greatness,
It was to those sentiments and principles I appealed, when I request:
cd your carly attention to proceedings calculated to sully that digni
ty of which every ¢ Spaniard” is justly proud.

Tlhie capture of the Pancheta by a vessel of war of the United States
was entirely unknown to me on my arrival at St. John’s; but, I can
confidently assure your excellency, that you have been misinformed
as to some of the circummstances attending it. I have understood that
the privatecr Pancheta has been of considerable annoyance to our
commerce in these seas, and that, falling in with the United States'
sclhivoner Grampus, fired into her.  The consequences that would re
sult from such an act, may be conceived by your excellency.

The instructions given to oflicers of the American Navy are sucly
as to render it impossible that they can be the aggressors—and the
feelings that have chavacterised them, will always insure, in these un-
happy rencontres, hummanity and tenderness.

Vessels have formerly been sent into ports of the United States on
apparent good grounds, such as attempts on our commerce; but, in
all instances in which cause for condemnation did not appear, heavy
damages were awarded, and the sufferers made more than whole in
their property—retribution is there always at hand.

In the casc of the Pancheta, I beg leave to assure your excellency,
there must have been great cause for the course pursued. As to the
indignity offercd to the flag, your excellency, I trust, is misinformed;
for o otficer in the navy dare stand before the tribunal of the Amert-
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can People, justly charged with having violated the best constituents
of the American characfer—magnanimity and knightly generosity.,

This unfortunate occurrence has grown out of the necessity ofsending
an armed force to these seas, for the purpose of convoying our vessels,
and of guarding them against the violence that has been committed
upon them by privateers infesting the ocean, for the purposes of plun-
der. [f, in the execution of this duty, rendered necessary by the
gtate of things, cafamities unavoidably occury-they must, doubtless,
be deplored by the lovers of peace und concord, but cannot be churge-
able to us, as voluntary acts.

It is an indisputable fact, although not known te your excellency,
that the Captain’s and Mate’s trunks of the American brig Sam, cap-
tured and taken into Cape Roxo, were broken open while himself
and crew were on board the privateer, and four hundred and twenty
Spanish dollars taken from them; also, one trunk of Madrass haud-
kerchicfs and other merchandise. These are transactions unknown
to your excellency, having taken place prior to your excellency’s ar-
rival—they are the acts of privateersmen, from which it would be
absurd to infer the character of a wise and liberal nation, like that
of Spain.

Seeing the evils that result from the course pursued by privateers
out of this island, I call upon your exceliency, in the name of human-
ity, and of that benign policy which has marked the course of our
political career, to place such checks and restraints upon their pro-
ceedings, as will, in future, secure the American commerce from in-
terruption, and those vexatious seizures, of which the citizens of the
United States justly complain.

These complaints resting on the foundation of wrongs of an aggra-
vated nature, which cannot be justified by any previous aggressions
of American citizens, convinces me that they will not be sauctioned
by one of your excellency’s liberal and comprehensive views.

Confident of this, I feel much satisfaction in complying with that
part of my instructions which requires me to learn from your excel-
lency how far privateers fitted out of this island arc authorized to
capture and bring in for adjudication the vessels of the United States
pursuing a lawful commerce. Information on this head will serve
to explain fully the footing on which cur maritime relations rest in
this quarter.

Be pleased to accept my best wishes for the health and happiness
of your excellency, and believe me, with the must perfect consideration,

Your Excellency’s
Obedient scrvant,
ROBERT T. SPENCE,
Captain U. S, Newvr-
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P. 8. T also enclose a copy of a letter from the master of the brig
General Andrew Jackson, relative to his treatment from the crew of
the Spanish privateer General Pereira.

ILis Excellency,

Don Francisco GoNzaLEz DE LINAREZ,
Governor of Porto Rico, &¢c. &c. §c.

D . s
E.

U. S. ship Cyawe, St. John'’s, P. R.
August 50th, 1822,

Sir: Since the receipt of your letter, alluding to the capture of
the Pancheta, some of the circumstances attending it have come to
my knowledge.

It appears that this privatecr has been, for a considerable time, en-
gaged iu intercopting our vessels—frequently boarding them, and
exercising an intolerable inquisition—vexations of themselves, suffi-
cient to call for a remedy, but would not have occasioned any of
fensive measures on the part of American cruisers. The instructions
given to our commanders, coufine their discretionary powers within
limits too circumscribed, to admit of their being led to an act of in.
discretion.  'L'liey are imperatively commanded to do wvothing that
can tend to interrupt the harmony existing between the United States
and other powers, whose maritime rights have ever been respected,
aud never designedly infringed.

The immediate cause of the Pancheta’s capture, was, her having
been guilty of several recent acts of plunder; and her having, but
a short while previously to her “mishap,’ taken a number of articles
from an American trader, to which the captain and crew made oath.
It these facts are as represented, and Lam induced to think they will
be incontrovertibly established, they certainly must be denominated
acts of piracy committed upon the citizens of the United States,
who have been made to suffer, in their property and feelings, by
these, and similar outrages.  Add to these causes, on being hailed,
she fired into the U. 8. schr. Grampus!  What armed vessel coull
expect to fire at an Awevican Ship of War with impunity!

‘These circumstances, when- the affair shall be judicially investi
gated, [ am inclined to think, will be found substantially covrect; il
otherwise, there is an equity in the government and laws of the
United States, that never was appealed to in vain.  There is a sei-
timent of honor and generosity “in the American people, that will
sustain the injured, be he friend or foe—tbat will redress wrongs
with “even-handed justice.”

I have deemed it proper to make this statement, with a view to
allay the sensations of which your excellency speaks, as having been
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excited by this transactien: scnsations 1 have had occasion myself
to experience, with the additional aggravation of knowing, that the
authors of them, lurking in obscurity, were sheltered from personal
amenability, while, in the present case, your excellency must feel an
assurance, that the standing of the active officer in command of the
Grampus, as well as the magnitude of the affaiv, are such, as to pass
them in review of the whole Awmerican people, a never-erring ordeal;
that laws, and not individuals, will decide as to the criminality of the
cruize ¢f the Pancheta; and will determine how far that officer was
Justifiable in arvesting her depredatory excursions.

Awerican cruizers have been sent to liese seas fo protect our
teade: there existed a crying cause—the means of mischict were ac-
cuninlating—impunity had prodiced audacity, and the occan wash-
ing the shoves of these islands, which the interest of the world re-
guire should be unprofaned by the path of the plunderer, had be-
come the theatre of outrage and rapine.  Aunecrican citizens had suf-
fored in their property and sacred persons. 'Fo remedy these cvils,
our oflicers will be active, vigilant. and unweary; producing, by
theiy conduct, a conviction, that, when acts are perpetrated, such as
the Pancheta is charged with baving committed, there is no escape.
There must be safety in peace, orits best objects are defeated—tliere
must be security on the great sthoroughfare™ of all natious; other-
wise its best purposes ave perverted.

Persuaded that your exceilency will not consider this as unreason-
able, and. that you will see the consequences I have pointed out, as
the inevitable result of causes herein set forth,

1 remainy with the most perfect censideration,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
ROBERT T. SPENCE,
Captain in the Navy.
His Exc’y Don Frascisco Gozzanez pe Lixanes,
’ Governor of Porto Rico, ¢ §c.

U. S. Slap Cyane, Si. Joha's, Porlo Lico,
- September 1st, 1822,

Siu: Yourletters of the 28th and ststultimo, inanswer to several
communicatinns {rom me, have been daly received—translations of
which, T Eave but this mement been able to obtain,

In relation o the capture of the Pancheta, I beg permission to re-
peat. that it must be considered as a disaster growing out of the un-
justifiable conduct of her crew, and asone of the retributive results,
of an abuse of her cruising license.

We require, that our Tawful commerce shall be unmolested; that
our vessels shall not, firem frivolous causes, and on pretexts, of which

18
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every privateersman constitutes himself a judge, be intercepted, and
subjected to inquisiterial scratiny, and American citizens made to in-
cur intolerable inconvenience and expense.  Evils like these, have a
remedy, which the most forbearing would not expect should remain
dormant.

L am convinced your excellency has been incorrectly informed, as
to the treatment of the crew of the Pancheta, which you represent
as cruel, and unnecessarily harsh.  The oftiser commanding the
schooner Grampus is well known for his humane feelings, and Tam
persuaded that all practicable and proper mildness wag exercised on
the occasion.

It is not to a discussion of the laws and principles of ¢ blockade,”
that 1 am desirons of calling your excellency’s attention—they are
settled, and established by the concurrent opinion of the wisest
statesmen, and are no longer doubtful. ¢ Blockade” is not a mys-
tical arcanum; it involves certain practical rules, amply explained,
and, I am persuaded, weil and fully understood by your excetlency.,

It was to invite a just application to these principles, according to
the acknowledged usages of the age, that 1 was led to present the
subject to your excellency's attention; thereby to preveat the seizare
of our vessels, and to do away a pretext, often alleged, for sending
them in fur adjudication, .

It was presumed, that your excellency’s powers extended to the
correction of evils, existing within the range of your authority; that
you had the means of checking the licentiousness of privateering,
and that, seeing the pernicious effects of it, would feel every disposi-
tion to shield the commerce of the United States, by the interposi-
tion of seasonable restraints,

While I feel confident, that your excellency will adopt, with promp-
titude, measures calculated to ascertain the extent of the grievances
set forth in my communication of the 28th ultimo, I must beg leave,
again to repeat the expression of my hope and expectation, that you
will cause all American vessels, now illegally detained, in the ports
of this island, forthwith to be released, and equitable damages
awarded such of the citizens of the United States, as have suffered,
either in property or person,

The well known character of your excellency, for wisdom and
Jjustice, inclines me to believe, that these expectations will appear
reasonable and right, and that they will be fully and satisfactorily
realized by

Your Excellency’s
Obedicat Servant,
ROBERT T. SPENCE,
Captain in the Nauvy.
Iiis Excellency
Don Francrsco GonzaLEZ pE LiNAREZ,
Governor of Porte Ricoy, §¢ &c.
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United States® ship Cyane, St. Julm's, Porto Rico,
September 3d, 1822,

Sin: I have had the honor to receive several communications from
your Excellency, in reply to letters addressed to you on subjects of
very constderable moment, .

Your professions of respect Tor the laws of nations, and your de-
termination of making them, and the laws of the ¢ constitutional ing-
narchy ol Spain,” your guides; and the intention you express of in-
quiring into the matters set forth in my official representations, &c.
&c. are all properly appreciated, and will, doubtless, prove highly
elficacious.  The laws of Spain, no doubt, are all which the accumu-
lated expericnce of ages, and the united wisdom of sage men, can
make them; and, if administered by one of your Excellency’s impar-
tiality, would, I am persuaded, afford no good cause of complaint,

I had the honor, afew days since, to present for the consideration
of your Excellency, some of the proceedings and decisions of the con-
stituted tribunals of the lsland—whether such are just or legal,
your Excellency can decide—to me they seem novel, apd extraordi-
nary; and, with a knowledge of some of the minor circumstances at-
tending those vexatious trials, I cannot refrain from saying they ap-
pear strange.

[ am sure your Excellency will deem it due to the dignity of
thie ¢ constitutional monarchy” you rvepresent, to canse Ameri-

can citizens to be indemnified for the loss sustained by such ad-
Judications as your Exceilency has been invited to investigate. Tt
is but ll"‘llt.\ll(l just to expect thisof the laws of Spain; m(l whilel in-
dulge a beliel that such will he the course pursueq, Iam led to call
your attention to the policy of doing away all future occasion for dis-
gatisfaction, by rvendering the owners, or captains, of the privateers
unt of Porto Rico, more accountable,

In my letter of the 29th ultimo, I requested that your Exccllency
would do me the honor to state how far these privateers are autho-
rized by the authorities of the Island to capture and bring in for ad-
judication vessels of the United States engaged in the pursuit of a
lawful commerce.  This information your Excellency has not
thought proper to afford.

From the facility with which these small privateers are fisted out,
and from the description of persons on board some of them, it has oc-
curred to me, that they are not made to enter into penal bond, to re-
strain, and produce responsibility, for the excesses they may com-
mit, bat are left to cruize * ad {ibitum.”” Undersuch circumstances,
transgressions are incvitable.

It is against the aggressions of such vessels, I remonstrate-—pro-
testing against the improper privilege they have exercised, of inter-
u’ptmg and detaining, on the high seas, vessels of the United States
engaged in a lawful tx'adc. And it becomes necessary for me to in-
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form your xcellency.and wish it should e known to all w how it may
concern, thaty witlt a view to prevent. as far as practicacle, a state
of things traught with mizchicl and whases to woard against amani
time anavchy, to which the commerce of the United States cannet e
subjected; to secure fo its citizens safery, ol toits dag the benetis
of peace and neutrality s and to preseeve the hariony my Govern,
ment is desivous should exist between the two vations; Ishall, as lw
as possible, give convoy to American vessels navigating these scas,
and shall forbid, and prevent, any icterruption or detention by any
privateer or armed vessely and shail feel it incambent oo me to treat
as an enemy, aml send to the United States, any privateer, op
armed vessel, that shall eause Lindiaace to the lawlul voyage of a
American vessel, or shall be found vielating the flag ol the Guited
States, and the Laws of nations.

Satisfied that your Exceflency will Took upon this course of con-
duct as moderate, and anavoidable, § remain

Youwr Excelle oy's
Yery obedient servant,
ROBERT T SPENCE,
Captain in the Nuvy.

His Excelleney

Doy Frascrsco Gonvvnez e Lasanny,

Lovernor of Parin Kico.

RSN . W

No. 1.

TRANSLATION,
Do Fro Gones, de Linares fo Caplain Spence.

o On the receipt of your oflicial letter, informing me, general:
fy, of the depredations and excesses committed by the Spanish pri-
vateers of this Wshand, upon the vessels of the United States, as [was
informed, and in pacticular, wpon the brigantine General Andrew
Juckson, by the Pereivay I oresolved to take the first care with
respect to the lust, by the information of an individual of that na-
tion, Muv. Judah Lowd. .

My answers o this gentleman shewed hime my surprise, and the
just indignation which so enlawlul a transgression of the law of na-
tons had excited tn this governments the precautions which it took to
prove its truths and the justice which animated it to punish the
evime with all the vigor of the Spanish laws; laws capable of them-
selves of what heyon his part, can desire.

‘The same, therefore, that I said to My, Lord, I repeat to you;
animated with the same principles and sentiments which govern the
conduct of the supreme government of the Spanish nation, and which
form its character, acknowledged hy all the nations of the carth.
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But Tam certain that you have not been well informed regarding
the desteaction and spoliations generally committed upon all Ame-
rican vessels, 1 have the most u'pmlul proofs of the regular conduct
af the Spanish privateers towards these vessels, which they have ex-
amined and respected in very considerable numbers, showmu; to the
workd that they are not dc.spc adoes, because they know not what it
meains, nor thieves because they are Spaniards.

Would to God that some vessels of the military marine of the
United States, had abserved towards Spanish vessels, and towards
the nutivnal mititary flag, a conduct so regular! 1 am certain that
then theve would not lun(, been the dmawceablb sensations which
now exist from it, ;

When T speak to you, sir, in this manner, I do it with respect to
the scandalons attack made by the United States schooner of war,
the Grampus, upon the Spanish privateer the Palmyra, which she at-
tacked in the widst of peace, killed and wounded several of her
crew, treated with indignity the Spanish flag, coufined in chains the
greater part of her crew, and that at the \ex) moment when an offi-
cer was about going on board of her to present lier papers, and to
comply with the law of nations.

You will perhaps be informed of this attack, seldom seen in the
listory of civilized natiens; and no doubt if' you have been so with
truth, as Lari, you will have had the same horror and disgust; be-
cause it is impossible otherwise to consider the most sacred conven-
tions trampled upon, and the majesty of a nation insulted; of a na-
tion which has always preserved her rights, and which, oftener than
once, has given public proofs of her constancy, and of her never
having been offended with impunity. !

Pur my part, with respect to this event, I do nothing else but point
it out to you as a particular picce of news, becausc its decision be-
longs to the supreme government of both nations. As a functionary
of wine, I will not depart from the path which it has pointed out ta
me: justice shall always be my guide. T shall respect the laws of
nations; and I shall punish, with thc laws in my haud, such Spanish
subjects as shall transgress their duties.

God preserve you many years.
FR. GONZ. DE LINAREZ.

Partg Rico, 27 th August, 1822,
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No. 2.
[travsLaTiON.}
Don Francisco Gonzalex de Linarex to Cuptain Spence.

PorTo Rico, 25th August, 1822,

Str: I have just scoen your official letter of yesterday, velative t
the depredations which are said to have been committed by Spanish
privateers against the vessels of the United States,

As this'communication is substantially the saine as the former, it
appears only necessary to repeat my yesterday's answer; but, wishing
to give you new prools of the justice and good faith ol the Spanish
government, I will enter into new explanations,

1 am persuaded that the armed privateers of this istand have not
committed, upon the vessels of the United States, the scandalous
crimes with which your personal concern has been raised, or a mis
take bas entered into your mind.  They lave been examined by ma
ny. and have, without the least injury, continaed theiv voyages; and
doubtless, in a short time, you will be convinced of a truth so noto-
rious.

Lonly speak of the privateers armed in this istand, and am vory
far from making an apology for those that have been armed in other
provinces, ecanse I am ignorant of their conduct; and although it
may have been crsminal in this manner, it belongs not to my authe
rity to punish them. )

But if it is very strange that, even when there were some trilling
excesses, energetical remonstrances were made for them; and the at:
tack of the American schooner Grampus has been passed over in sk
Yenee, or considered as a circumstance of no moment, in which the
puarticular circumstance occarred of her belonging to the navy of the
United States; what comparison can ever exist between the detention
of a vessel, and even committing some pitiful and contemiptible depre
dation (if such has been done) and the attack of the other, to destroy
herin a perfidious manner, to cause the death, and imprisonment o
the crews in chains; and what is more, insulting and trampling upon
the Spanish military flag - Who ever so openly violated the mar
time law of nations? And who, after such a violation, will attemptty
declaim against injuries either imaginary or immensely less!

Ln fine, the peace between two nations, as Spain and that to which
you belong, Sir, is a blessing for the preservation of which T am ready
to become a sacrilice;s therefore Ido not hesitate to assure you thatthe
laws will be enforced in as far as they have been transgressed; and
therefore I consider myself entitled to require the same fraukness ant
consideration irom you, notwithstanding my having explained mysell
so rudely; because our respective governments will do what they think
proper, and will do whit is most just for the well being of their people

God preserve you many years.

FR. GONZALEZ DE LINAREZ.
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Don ancwco Gonzalez de Lmarez to Captam Spenoe.

RPRE Pon'ro Rxco, .ﬂugust 31, 1822.

Sm I have the haror to answer the.note which you were pleased
to address to'me, under-date of 28th inst. relative to the mdemmﬁca-
tion which. onght to be made to the American vessels detained by pri-
vateers-of this island, and condemned to pay costs, after being declared
innocent by the courts of justice; and, also, relative to the nullity
and “illegality of the blockade declared- against the ports of Terra
Firma, for the reasons which you are pleascd to gwe as your, opm-‘
fom
. The. pimmpleq estabhshed by the: marmme Taw of cmllzed na-
tions- are.not unknown to me, nor the causes which have mﬂuenced-_
the declaration of -blockade- against the ‘ports occupied by the ‘insur-
gouh, nor even the maritime military force by which this declara-
tion can be, and has been, ‘supported;: yet, as, on_one hand;: my-aus.
ﬂmmy eing circumscribed to a _province, at a distance from those
places, has no influence, ‘nor canhave, ‘in.any official acts;. and, ‘onr
the other, subjects of this natare belong, by their chiaracter, to the,
examination: aind decision: of the supreme governments of the: na-
tions, it is:my duty to avoid all’ mtu'ference in. them, and; to conﬁne
myse!f‘ to-the circle of my functions, . :
“I'have before me the note which you were plcdsed to enclose to
iein your said official letter; containing the vessels detained, w ith the
ircumstances in which t!xey have been, and:the consequences ‘which
jave ensucd. Loweitto the justice, to the: unalterableness of m y. prin-
iplés, and tothe rectitude of the government whic h I represent, .to
eclare.to you, that I-shall take all the provisions within:my pow-.
r, to'elicit the tru!ti of what hias occurred with l'espec* to the detain-’
1 vessels, repeatmg, that you' may ‘rest: assured, that the-laws of the
mg(lum shall judge and decide upon. them, vntlmut the. poss:bxhty of:
ny alteration in'their: legltumate application. Neither: partiality nor-
rsonal interest, nor the passions, shall'have: ‘any. voice, or take any
art in the: dccwmns. the law shail d:ctate, and all (I the ﬁrst) slmll
abmit tot. . . S
God preservc you many years. o

. L FRAN cis. GO\IZALEZ DE LI\TAREZ

. No. 4
[’rnusm‘rws) T -
Dan Franczsco Gonzalez de Lmare~ to Caplam Spence.  '

Sm I have justrecervad the translation of your oflicial note of the
kth ult., and wlncb is an answer to mme of the 2. th, contammg, al-



80, the former auknowlcdp;ment of the- Ietter of' the lllti‘l pteter de.
Ponce, which was communicated to me by Mr, Lord, a ¢ itizen of the
- United States; and now recently of the declavation of My, Arthur
Edgarton, mate of the brig Andrew Jackson, in which I have hal
the pleasurc of reading that he and his companions, dctmned on bo'ud{
the privateer, had bccn well treated. o
" You will be plcased, sir, to lct me l\now the things \\hlch ln\ef
‘been plundered from the detained vessel, and claim the damages’ whid,
have ensued on her detention. I have taken all the measures whic
were in my power, for eliciting thie truth of the facts, in the;
: manner provided by the laws of Spam, and when, according ti
- them, the delinquents are tried and convicted, they shall be: pun;
“ished; then the tribunals established by the constitutional law of th
monarchy will' take cognizance, to' which the power of judging an,
-applying the laws, is oxclusively gr antcd-—px inciples from hich iti
- impossible for me to deviate,. as it is with respect-to those. which ru
‘in the Unted States, forany functionary .to deviate from them. o
- You may rest assured, that, -if the authorities appointed there b
try crimes of this class, are incxorable in their conduct, admittin]
nothing but Inw and justice, ‘those which are in the- ter ritory of tie
- constitutional monarchy of Sp.nn, summoned for that purpose, \uﬂ
‘never yield in their principles of justice, and in the fulfilment of thet
_duties. . T'o them it belongs to try by tho laws, and to apply thes
and to the political gover nm(,nl of the people . to enforce the executiu
of the legal decisiors of the judicial power, and to watch over theak

servance of the laws, by takmg care that no-one bleak thew: -

- God preserve you many years.

: o FRAN(JSCO GON LALE[. DE LI‘IARE7
1‘owro Rmo, lst Sept. 1823 ‘

'No.’f5. DR
[mnsurrm] ’

Don anczsco Gou-'alc/.» de Lmare~ to Captam Spenca.

Sm Your ofticial note of the 50th ult. has informed me of thei it
tcllwence which has reached you of the motives which the schooit
Grampm had for the hard and unexpccted treatment of the Spam
prn ateer the Palmyra, _
.My former communications h'we shown yoiu \what my ]wmc:]ﬂ
are, and what my Tonduct has been in'this matter,. as a faithlul o
“server of the fundamental laws of the Spanish Monarchy. T

truth of what has happened in that capture, will be the vesutof
“Jegal investigation, in which sinister informations, which. partialit
T or pcrson'\l interest ot‘trn dlctatc, have no part. When that Shﬂ
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have been clucidated in the way which the laws require, our supreme
governments will decide with justice what is proper,
God preserve you many years.

FRANCISCO GONZALEZ DFE LINAREZ,
DPeito Rico, 2d “ept. 1892,

b ]
[raNscarion.]
Don Irancisco Gonzales to Caplain Spence.

Sir: I have the honor to answer your oflicial note of the 1st inst.
Uts shject is—ist, The good conduct of the schooner Grampus in the
capture of the Pancheta; 2d, The necessity under which the govern-
ment is of putting a stop to the operations and irregular conduct of
the privateers towards American vessels; 3d, ‘Lo procure the imme-
diate liberation of those that may have been detained in the ports;
4th, Prompt indemnification for the losses they have sustained.

On makiug the enumcration of these matters, I must call your at-
teution to my former answers, because they have already been treat-
ed of in them implicitly and explicitly. Notwithstanding, I will re-
peat to you that the decision upon the justice or injustice, the valid-
ity or invalidity, the legality or illegality, of the blockade of the coast
of 'Terra Firma, is beyoud my authority: that the privateers are in-
formed by the ordinances of their cruise of their respective obliga-
tions, for the transgression of which they will be responsible, and
punished by the laws, in the sume manner asin similar cases the pri-
vateers of the United States would be by the justice of the govern-
ment, if they should transgress the linits which should be prescribed
tothem, but without this transgression they should not be responsible:
lastly, that, by the pelitical constitution of the Spanish Monarchy,
the functions of the judicial power are clearly designated, the go-
vernment being totally prohibited from being joined with them; and
one of the great props of civil liberty consisting in this clear sepa-
ration. To preserve interior tranquillity and security; to procure
public prosperity; to maintain established order; to watch over the
shservance of the laws; to publish them; to cause the execution of
the decisions of the courts of justice, to be in all its parts an agent
of the government—here, sir, you may see the circle of my functious:

God preserve you many years.

FRANCISCO GOGNZALBEZ DL LINABEZ.

Porto Rico, 9th Sept. 1822,
19



Eutraet of ¢ leter flum Captain Kohert To Spence. commander of iu
United Stales ship ¢ yanes o the s refary of the Nuvy, deled S

1O

Joliw’s, Porly Rico, m’[}(cm(ur Sy, 1822,

s Sinee my Ietter of the 3d inst. transmitting my correspoundence
i have had a conversation with the governor, who begs me to be as
sureds that all he can do, shall be 1!« e o wmeet wy \\'l‘slll's. in rela
tion o the privateers fitted ont of the Istands that those alveady ou
were eqaipped before he assumed the govermments that he is opposed
to ity both in his private and public capacity: that {uture restraing
shall be placed wpon thems and that e will vemedy all abuses, as
as he has the powers 'Fhat the breig Andrew Jackson he had ordere
to he set at hIw! (s that he should inquire into the cause of lier de
tention, and. unless good and sullicient reasons can be given, he wil
take steps to canse the judee to be veatoved. Bn fine, that e willd
his utmest 1o keep the laws of nations inviolate. "That. upon the sub
jeet of blockade he can do nothing; it was a question that must b
settied hetween the two governments: the blockade had been devclar
ed by Genepal Morvitlo, it was Fecognized, and the consequences o
\mlahng it were inevitable: over this question he had no control”

e - ]

List of the Names and Force of the Privateers fiifed out from the v
rivus Porls of the Island of Parlo Rico.

Palomo—A full vigeed brig, pievced for tweuty guns. carvies s
guns (181, carronades; has w complement of one hundved wisd thin
men. Fitted ont from this ports and now ona eraise,

Panchelu—An hermuphrodite hrig pieveed for sixteen guns, o
ries ten to twelve guns, s o complement of one hundred and twe!
men—captured by the Grampas,

Sehosner General Pereii—VPicreed for sixteen guns, carries s
eight guns, and has acomplenent ol eighty mens is ficted out from
phace, and now in this port,

Sefiooner Bragumoa—Carvies fonr gons aud fifty to sixty men; fité
ont from this port, and now on  craise,

Sehooner Hora de o Kar—-Fitted out {from Faxardo, and now o
cruises carvies one gun and forty men.

Flechera [ Carmen—Yitted oot from Porto Cabello: carries
guns, and a complenient of fitty men.

Besides the aboyve, there ave (F am mformed) three or four oths
small privateers, from the difierent ports of this isfand, of the naw
and force of which 1 have uo kuvwiedge.



